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CJP/JCRC Mission to Dnepropetrovsk

April 8-14, 2010

(This is a tentative itinerary and is subject to change.)

THURSDAY, APRIL 8 

· Group departs from Logan International Airport, Boston ( to Dulles Airport, to Vienna, to Dnepropetrovsk)
Friday, April 9 
· Boston group arrives in Dnepropetrovsk – welcome at airport

· Check-in at Grand Hotel Ukraine 

· Walk to Golden Rose Synagogue for afternoon tea at Milk Café 

· Meeting with Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki, Zelig Brez, and community members
The meeting will include a history and overview of the Jewish community in Dnepropetrovsk and a tour of Golden Rose Synagogue.
· Optional Kabbalat Shabbat services at Golden Rose Synagogue
· Shabbat dinner at Rabbi Kaminezki’s table
saturday, April 10  

· Breakfast at hotel

· Shabbat services at Golden Rose Synagogue

· Shabbat lunch at homes of community members
· Optional activities for Saturday afternoon: 

(1) Visit to Cultural Arts Museum on Karl Marx Blvd; KGB room at Historical Museum

(2) City tour

(3) Free time

· Seudah Shlishit and Havdalah with Dnepropetrovsk Hillel

sunday, April 11  

· Breakfast at hotel
· Tour of old synagogue and tour of Sofer Scribal Arts Institute      

The old synagogue houses a soup kitchen that serves nearly 2,500 needy people each day.  It also houses the Sofer Scribal Arts Institute, established in 1999, where nearly two dozen young men from Russia, Ukraine, and Moldova are training to repair and write Torah scrolls and other Jewish documents.
· Meeting with staff and participants of Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Boston (JBBBS)

With the support of the Dnepropetrovsk Kehillah Project (DKP), JBBBS has helped the Dnepropetrovsk Jewish community establish its own Big Brother/Big Sister program. Being matched with “bigs” helps “littles” and their families cope with the realities of absentee parents and substance abuse.  Local staff has established more than sixty matches.
· Meeting with Tanya Sidelkovskaya, Dnepropetrovsk representative of Action for Post-Soviet Jewry 

Tanya will present a short film about Action’s work in the Dnepropetrovsk region.  If possible, we will visit one of Action’s Warm House programs, which give elderly Jews a rare opportunity to socialize.
· Visit Jewish Community Center (JCC); lunch with Amir Ben-Zvi, director of the JDC in Dnepropetrovsk, and Chesed staff; visit senior adult program 

The American Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) established the JCC as part of a network of JCCs throughout the Former Soviet Union (FSU) to bring sustainable Jewish renewal to the FSU.  The JDC Chesed program provides food packages, home visits and medical care.

· Small group home visits to Dnep Jewish elderly not living at Beit Baruch 

· Return to hotel for break

· Visit to Beit Baruch Assisted Living Facility for the Elderly 
Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly (JCHE) and Hebrew SeniorLife (HSL)

This beautiful residence for the elderly houses more than 60 frail seniors, most of whom were living in isolated, sub-standard housing in the city. Over the last seven years, Boston’s JCHE has provided ongoing support and training for Beit Baruch staff and has instituted exercise and fall-prevention programs that have made a substantial difference in the lives of residents.  In addition, regular video conferences with doctors at HSL help improve the care of residents with dementia and other chronic conditions.
· Reception dinner and community celebration with Dnepropetrovsk philanthropic fund members

Monday, April 12 

· Breakfast at the hotel

· Visit and tour of pediatric clinic

A major effort of the DKP has been the establishment of ambulatory health facilities at public hospitals for women and children. The women’s and pediatric clinics serve more than 10,000 people, from both the Jewish and non-Jewish populations of Dnepropetrovsk.

· Visit and tour of the Corky Ribakoff Women’s Clinic 

· Lunch at Beit Chana teachers college and tour of the special needs Educational Resource Center (JF&CS)

Established in 1995 by Rabbi Kaminezki, Beit Chana enrolls 150 young women between the ages of 16-22 from Ukraine, Russia and other post-Soviet successor states to provide teachers for Jewish schools.  Beit Chana also houses the Education Resource Center (ERC), which provides special adaptive equipment, medications, treatment, resource materials and toys for children with special needs.

· Small group visits to small businesses funded by Microenterprise Initiative Loan Program (Jewish Vocational Service)
The Microenterprise Initiative for Women has provided credit for 25 small businesses with a 100% repayment rates.  We will visit several businesses to meet with loan recipients and to hear their stories.

· Return to hotel for break

· Closing circle at hotel

· Closing dinner 

Tuesday, April 13  

· Breakfast at hotel

· Visit and tour of Or Avner Levi Yitzchak Hebrew Day School
Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC)

Founded by Rabbi Kaminezki in 1990, the school is one of the largest of its kind in Europe. It has an enrollment of more than 400 students in grades 1 -12.  The DKP’s English Language Committee has worked closely with the administration and faculty of the school to improve English language teaching and acquisition.  The say school is also the site of the Havayah winter camp program and JCRC’s new English Language Immersion Camp.

· Visit and lunch at Beit Tzindlikht Kindergarten

This vibrant gan serves nearly 80 children, providing a strong foundation for students to enter the day school.  One of the classes is fully bilingual Russian-Hebrew.  We will meet with Sofia Pinchuk, benefactor of the Dnepropetrovsk Jewish community who named this kindergarten after her parents.

· Visit Matzeva Jewish Cemetery on the way to the airport

· Depart Dnepropetrovsk for Vienna

· Check-into Vienna Hotel

· Vienna city tour

· Dinner and evening in Vienna

Wednesday, April 14 

· Depart Vienna for Boston
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