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CJP/JCRC Dnepropetrovsk Kehillah Project (DKP)

Overview of Projects 

The following list of projects includes both those that are Boston-initiated and financially supported, as well as some projects that are Dnepropetrovsk- initiated and independently supported, but with some Boston participation and involvement. Financial support from Boston is allocated from the Overseas Committee of CJP through JCRC’s Committee for Post-Soviet Jewry. 

Adopt-a-Bubbe Program (Action for Post-Soviet Jewry - Action)

Boston’s APSJ Adopt-a-Bubbe project provides food, clothing, medicine and more to needy elderly residents in more than 16 communities in eastern Ukraine with support from the DKP.  Action also provides medicine for a pharmacy, housed in the Jewish community's Golden Rose Synagogue, that serves pensioners and other needy Jewish individuals. In addition,  Action provides funding for the “warm house” program, which provides pensioners a place to meet regularly in their own neighborhood to celebrate Jewish holidays, birthdays and other occasions with a hot meal. 

Beit Baruch Assisted Living Facility for the Elderly (Jewish Community Housing for the Elderly - JCHE; Hebrew Senior Life)

This beautiful elderly residence houses more than 60 frail elderly who are survivors of the Holocaust and communism, most of whom were living in isolated, sub-standard housing in the city.  With support from the DKP and local Boston philanthropists, Beit Baruch has been growing and expanding its services in recent years.  Boston’s JCHE provides ongoing support and training to Beit Baruch staff.  JCHE’s Francine Godfrey set up an exercise program for residents, which has increased their overall functionality and well-being.  We have introduced an exciting new Fall Prevention Program at Beit Baruch mirroring the successful Fall Prevention Program at JCHE. We are also excited to provide technical expertise to support the community’s new adult day care program, which will be housed at Beit Baruch. 

Shaker Bidrah—Hip Fracture Program 

In fall 2004, Dr. Lewis Lipsitz, Co-Director and Senior Scientist at Hebrew Senior Life’s  Institute for Aging Research, spent three months in Dnepropetrovsk, focusing on geriatric issues throughout the city.  Upon his return, Dr. Lipsitz helped launch Shaker Bidrah, a hip fracture surgery program that provides medical care for the 30-40 Jewish elderly who fracture or break their hips each year.  Hip fracture surgery has already been successfully performed on 26 people who would otherwise have died or would have spent the rest of their lives bedridden.

Beit Baruch Center (this is a different organization from the elderly home)

The Beit Baruch Center provides physical, educational and spiritual support to the Dnepropetrovsk Jewish elderly and others in need.  Located in the old synagogue building, Beit Baruch serves hot meals to more than 250 Jewish seniors and to nearly 2,000 other needy individuals in the community every day.  It also hosts a number of educational and cultural programs for Jewish elderly.

Perhaps the biggest attraction at Beit Baruch is the choir comprised of elderly who practice and perform under the direction of Yan Sidelkovsky, JCRC’s DKP coordinator in Dnepropetrovsk. 

Boys and Girls Homes

Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki established these group homes in 1996 to serve as residential facilities for children from ages 6-16 who come from impoverished or dysfunctional families. Each home provides a warm and caring atmosphere for approximately 70 children. Through JCRC’s Dnepropetrovsk Kehillah Project, members of the Boston Jewish community and Boston-based companies have donated large amounts of toys, food and clothing to the homes. 

Corky Ribakoff Women’s Clinic and Dnepropetrovsk Pediatric Clinic

A major humanitarian accomplishment of the DKP has been the establishment of ambulatory public health facilities for women and children.  Established by funding from CJP’s Overseas Committee and private philanthropists, including Charles and Patty Ribakoff, the clinics are now increasingly independent.  We are currently finalizing the purchase of new ultrasound machines for these two clinics.  The Corky Ribakoff Women’s Clinic and the pediatric clinic serve the Jewish and non-Jewish populations of Dnepropetrovsk.

The women’s and pediatric primary care clinics address specific health concerns including the high rates of infertility, cervical cancer, infections, repeated abortions for women and vaccine-preventable diseases, ENT infections and limited amounts of antibiotics for children.  In addition to affordable gynecological and primary child-care services, the clinics have introduced a new concept of preventive health care that encourages annual examinations, access to family planning and counseling services.  The women’s clinic has also increased breast cancer awareness and screening, thanks to a donation of a mammography machine from Boston’s Dana Farber Cancer Institute in 2005 and generous donations from the Boston community to support a mammography screening program. More than 4000 screenings have been performed, with more than 85 cases of breast cancer detected, since March 2006.  
A medical services committee chaired by Dr. David Link, Chief of Pediatrics at Cambridge Health Alliance and Mt. Auburn Hospital, continues to provide technical assistance and to arrange medical exchanges between Boston and Dnepropetrovsk. 
Havayah Winter Camp 
In its 15th year, Havayah, supported by the DKP and the Boston-Haifa connection, has provided an excellent opportunity for Boston area teens to engage in an intensive Jewish experience with high school students from Boston, Dnepropetrovsk, and Haifa.  This partnership creates an exciting three-way cultural and educational experience.  Upon their return, students share their experiences in Hebrew and Jewish day schools.  More than 350 Boston-area teens have participated in this program.

Golden Rose Synagogue 

The Golden Rose Synagogue was reclaimed by the Dnepropetrovsk Jewish community in 2001 after 70 years as a coat factory under communist rule. Funded by members of the Dnepropetrovsk Jewish Philanthropic Fund and world Jewry, with contributions from individuals, the synagogue is a spiritual, cultural and educational center for Jews in Dnepropetrovsk.  Adjacent to the synagogue is the Jewish Community Center, a project of the JDC, which houses the synagogue offices, including new videoconferencing equipment funded by Boston donors.
Jewish Big Brother and Big Sister Program of Dnepropetrovsk (JBBBS of Greater Boston)

With support from the DKP, the JBBBS of Greater Boston paved the way for a Jewish Big Brother and Big Sister program in Dnepropetrovsk. The program is designed to help youngsters and their families cope with the realities of absentee parents and substance abuse.  A member of the Dnepropetrovsk Jewish community heads the effort and works with JBBBS staff and lay leaders to learn both the practical ways to make matches between the big brothers and big sisters, and to understand the clinical aspects of the program.  The program has grown to nearly 60 matches between “bigs” and “littles” in Dnepropetrovsk.
Jewish Community Center (JCC)
The JDC established the JCC as part of a network of community centers throughout the FSU to bring sustainable Jewish renewal to the region.  It also provides numerous cultural and educational activities for children, adults and the elderly. 
Kindergarten Schools

Nearly 200 children are enrolled in four Jewish pre-schools in the city, all of which are directed by Rebbetzen Chany Kaminezki. The children learn Hebrew songs and Israeli dances in addition to their other educational and recreational activities.  Through JCRC’s DKP, many Jewish nursery schools in the Boston area have been involved in cultural exchanges with their children.  A newly renovated building is educating 100 additional pre-school children.  A beautiful new kindergarten was opened in the 2003.    Many design ideas were modeled after the kindergarten at Temple Israel in Boston.

Beit Chana –Teaching Seminary for Women 

Established in 1995 by Rabbi Kaminezki, Beit Chana enrolls 150 young women between the ages of 16-22 from Ukraine, Russia, and other Post-Soviet states, training them as teachers for Jewish institutions across the former Soviet Union.

Special Needs Educational Resource Center (Jewish Family & Children’s Service of Greater Boston - JF&CS) 

The Educational Resource Center for Special Needs Children (ERC) was established at Beit Chana Teachers College thanks to the hard work of Boston Jewish community activists, Dr. Judy Wolf and Susan Wolf-Fordham, in cooperation with Boston’s JF&CS.  The Initiative is a special education program that provides special adaptive equipment, medications, treatment, resource materials and toys for children with special needs.  In addition, ERC staff and Boston leaders helped develop a special needs curriculum that is now required of students at Bet Chana. Professionals in pediatrics and child development from Tufts University and Haifa’s Gordon College regularly visit the ERC to work on teacher and student training, and to provide support and counseling for the families.  Special needs children, their parents, siblings and grandparents participate in ERC programming, which reaches more than 150 people.

Micro Enterprise Initiative for Women (Jewish Vocational Service – JVS)

The Micro-Enterprise project provides underserved women at risk with opportunities to advance themselves in business.  The goal of the Micro-Enterprise Project for Women is to promote greater economic self-sufficiency by providing women with access to capital they would otherwise not have.  This project also hopes to empower women by creating opportunities for them to take greater control of their personal financial and professional lives.  Boston’s JVS is the local partner, providing counsel and expertise to Natasha Riyer, the director of the program.  In addition to 25 loans (with a 100% repayment rate) and more loans in process, Natasha has provided technical assistance to countless women.  A partnership has also been created between the Educational Resource Center and the Micro-Enterprise initiative to provide mothers of special needs children with business training courses onsite at the ERC.


Or Avner Levi Yitzchak Hebrew Day School 

Founded by Rabbi Kaminezki in 1990 the day school has an enrollment of more than 400 students in grades 1 -12.  With financial support from CJP, the DKP contributes thousands of dollars to provide lunches for the needy children at the school.   

The English Language Committee worked with the Jewish Day School to implement a new English curriculum, including textbooks for all grades.  JCRC has established a series of videoconferences focusing on the acquisition of English as a second language for teachers in Dnepropetrovsk, facilitated by TESOL professionals on our committee.  A second series of videoconferences, led by Louise Lipsitz, principal of the Hastings Elementary School in Lexington, focuses on issues of interest to school administrators, including the development of parental involvement.

The committee is currently developing an English-language immersion summer camp for day-school students, beginning in June, 2010.
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